
Cherokee APT Meeting Minutes – November 16, 2011
 Cherokee School – IRC
Attendees
Board Members (31 total):  David Bedrin, Colleen Berto, Bob Bolin,  Mike Borkowski, Michelle Carlson, Sue Christianson, Leslie Crawford, Kristen DeNoble, Sharon Epstein, Jeff Folker, Ann Forowycz, Liz Gescheidle, Catherine Gildersleeve, Michelle Gramza, Mary Kay Hanlon, Catherine Harling, Connie Hollingsworth, Jen Lower, Mary Manzer, Kathleen Matthys, Michelle Newman, Tiffany Notz, Judi Olenick, Liz Olsen, Julie Pasinato, Michelle Shinn,  Jane Sotos, Natalie Torcolese, Ellen Trager, Lauren Turelli, Felicia Watkins
Guests (6 total):  Michelle Yousuf, Melanie Upfold, Anne Moyer, Sally Wood, Bridget Brooker, Anne Simmons
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 by President Jeff Folker.
Started with quotes of Gratitude as part of our APT Yearly Theme
Special Guest – Bridget Brooker, District Technology Coach
· Bridget gave an overview of how our district is using technology to support our curriculum.  
· For the elementary schools who are using the I Pad’s she reference the web site http://elementaryipadweebly.com which provides a lot of uses parents can incorporate at home.  She referenced the IPad survey that was sent to all the parents of elementary school kids and the results on are that web site.  She showed video of kids using application currently used in Kindergartner.
· Using the IPads and Neos in K – 2nd is more self-driven.   
· She shared some of the applications used in Kindergarten, which include, Number Find, ABC Picket Phonics, Bob Books Reading Magic HD, SumsStackers (differentiation). 
· Sight Words = can make individual list based on what kids get wrong.
· Math – 1st and Second Grade section.  www.mathdoodles.com
· Look at 1st grade video.  Problem solving skill.  Feedback and differentiation is what teachers are really excited about.  2nd Grade is working on them during their time in Centers. Independent and self-sufficient.  Cursive practice.  Everyday Math – purchased applications via Spirit Funds. Lots of tools for ART.  Doodle Buddy being used as a white board.
· 16 IPADS in each school.  There is a schedule for their use.  All IPADS have gmail email account and facetime.  Save to photo album and email.  Teachers can print and save to JPEG.  Drop box is another way teachers can transfer files.
· Parents asked questions on how to transfer technology from each grade level.
· Grades 3 and 4 have neos, netbooks.  4 per 3rd and 4th grade.  Introducing tools to expand use .  Need more collaborative between IPAD’s to Neo's to Netbooks .   The district will apply for more IPAD’s through the Spirit.  Facetime allows between schools with partner teachers.
Foodservice Director - Anne Simons  
· Passed out samples of turkey and survey to complete regarding foodservice.  Especially questions and feedback on milk.  USDA went to recommending all Fat Free milk, which the district did, but milk consumption has gone down.
Sally Wood – VP of Spirit of 67 Foundation  
· Provided an overview of the Spirit Grant Process.   Sally and her committee oversee Grant process.
· The Spirit of 67 Foundation is a not-for-profit organization and the only funding vehicle authorized by District 67. The mission of the Spirit is to raise funds and acquire resources to enrich and enhance the educational and cultural experiences of students, parents, faculty, and staff of District 67 in ways that might not otherwise be provided. The Spirit of 67 Foundation benefits 100% of students in the district and its motto is every student, every school, every day.
· One grant cycle per year.  January 26th is the deadline – electronic application this year.  10 Spirit Board members, 1 Board member and Anne Dunne is school representative.  Great resource.  Grants are reviewed individually.  Catagorize them.  Discuss bigger grants before entire committee.  Discuss as committee.  Approve, deny, get more information.  Grant application web site.   What something the teachers want.  Most successful grants are linked to someone within the school who will drive.  Need building principle signature.  Need buy in from staff.   Take those that are voted on to the entire Spirit board for a final vote.
· $265,000 was given out last year, past ten years 2.7 million to the district.
· We only have a 39% participation from District Families in Spirit – encourage all to be members of Spirit.  Grants can be school specific.   Try to have grants touch as many as process.
President Report - Jeff Folker
· Pictures are needed for the district, especially for Spookfest.
· Two years are coming to end – need to replace Presidents nominations starting in December
· Not allowed to send a room parent solicitation.
Teacher/Staff Report – Sue Christianson
· Kindergarten has art appreciation this week. We will be learning more about Eric Carle and how he creates his books and illustrations. We are also beginning our unit on family, which will go through December. The children will be talking about how families celebrate different holidays and what kinds of activities families like to do together. In math the children are working on patterns, number sense, shapes, sorting and much more. The children continue to work on printing their letters properly and we will begin journal writing soon. As always, the kindergarten children are learning and having fun every day.
· First grade will wrap up their study of Pilgrims at Thanksgiving.  All of the classes have gone to Time Zone for Pilgrim activities that included learning about Pilgrim chores, food, clothing, games, and the Mayflower journey.  After Thanksgiving, we will begin our study of author/illustrator Jan Brett.  During our class holiday party, we will make gingerbread houses in conjunction with Jan Brett’s book Gingerbread Baby.  We will continue this author study into January.  In writing, the students will be writing special books for their families for the holidays.  The children are also learning about adding details to their writing and illustrations.  In math, we have been working on frames and arrows, counting change, telling time to the hour and half hour, and reading graphs and charts.  We will soon begin learning about standard and nonstandard units of measure.
· Second grade is working on developing strategies for double digit addition and checking answers with a ballpark estimate.  We are heading towards our geometry unit after Thanksgiving.  In writing we are working in adding more details to their papers.  In reading we are developing our inference skills to learn more about the characters and their feelings.  In social students we are learning about landforms and will study the continents and oceans.   District wide all the second graders made cards for the Veterans at the VA hospital in North Chicago.
· Third grade did some activities based Veteran’s Day and sent letters to troops to thank them.  They also collected extra Halloween candy along with the girl scouts but before sending it to the troops, they graphed and sorted it.  In math they are finishing unit 3, which is measurement.  They have some fun Thanksgiving and holiday projects planned for the kids.  
· Fourth grade is focuses on a variety of genres of books, all connected to Natural Changes. They will focus on the skills of cause and effect and drawing conclusions.  After Thanksgiving, we will begin another realistic fiction novel. As we focus on the connecting and predicting strategy, we will guide the students to explore text, access background information, make educated predictions, and connections.  Students will be exposed to mentor texts during our study of personal narratives. Students will be writing several personal narratives. They will select one piece to take all the way through the writing process. In math they are working with decimals, adding, subtracting, comparing, and writing in decimal form. In social studies, students are finishing up the last of the 5 themes of geography- Human Environment Interactions.   After Thanksgiving, we will begin working on a government unit.
Treasurer’s Report – Lindsay Seaman 
No report.
Committee Reports/Announcements
Celebration Book Club – Kathleen Matthys
· Cart in the Library - $15.00 to recognize for Birthday or other special occasion.  Letters are sent in the month of the birthday.
· Parent suggestion add to online access option or tie into guest readers.
Staff Appreciation- Jennifer Goldman
· We will be hosting a Teacher Cookie Walk to thank our teachers for the first half of the year and celebrate the holidays.  We are asking each APT member to bring 3 dozen cookies or treats Tuesday, December 13 by 1:30. 
Special Events – Connie Hollingsworth/Catherine Gildersleeve
· 280 students attended Spookfest .    A lot of news – 40 pumpkins participated in the pumpkin carving contest.   Raised price from $5 to$ 7 which allowed us to do more things.
· We have 147 Pre reservations for Winterfest, which will be Friday, January 27th .6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
· February 23rd, Family Science Night
Board of Education - Colleen Berto/Megan Stockton 
Update on cursive policy.  Questions about world language program.  Look at district web site for Andy Hendrickson’s presentation.  See minutes attached to these minutes.
Children’s Publishing – Mary Kay Hanlon
Working on Publications with 3
Community Service – Cyncy Schacher/Ellen Trager
Food drive was a success.
Parent Awareness – Natalie Torcolese
Country day speakers
Time Zone – Michelle Newman/Felicia Watkins
Evening Socials - Susan Loiacano
Art Appreciation – Liz Olsen
Yearbook- Mike Borkowski 
Student & staff pictures were taken, including makeup pictures.  All pages are assigned and work has begun, especially on class montage pages.  Photographers busy taking pictures.  Lots of activity.
Social – Julie Pasinato
November 21 offering lunch to teachers, please sign up
New Families – Kirsten Maxwell
Fine Arts/Visiting Author – Tiffany Notz/Dustin O’Regan
Food Service – Lauren Turrelli
Bulletin Board – Kristina Frede 
Communications – Ann Forowycz  
published new addition of Cheroke Chat.  Another one out late November.  Please forward any info for Friday newsletter.
Spirit of 67 – Kristen DeNoble
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cherokee at 43% Sprit Membership.  Two Luncheon items you can sign up for.
Emotional Wellness – Liz Gescheidle/Michelle Carlson
Spirit Wear – Jen Lower
Rec Center/Open Lands  – Christy Miks
Planter/School Beautification – David Bedrin
Parent Resources.- Catherine Harling
Principal’s Report – Dr. Michelle Shinn 
Mrs. LeMahieu  very pregnant - Sub will lead the December 16 Winter Sing – will have a live feed.
If you have Lunch Room questions – don’t go to District – go to Principal
Conference going on right now.
Front Office – Furniture coming next week.   Conversation about upgrading the Staff lounge.
Flat screen 42 inches -for Wall.  Publishing and information.  Software different/ problem solving meeting regarding wireless from front office.
Pricing out sliding window and shelf so don’t have to go all around to get into office.
Mandarin 2nd Grade will continue.   Chance to come in late.  Don’t have process for it yet.   Cap on enrollment and will be waiting list.
Old Business
· None
New Business 
· None
The meeting adjourned at 11:02.   
Next APT Meeting:  
Wednesday, January 18th from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the Cherokee IRC
Respectfully Submitted, 
Liz Gescheidle, Cherokee APT Vice-President
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