
 

 
 

Cherokee APT Meeting Minutes – October 19, 2016 

Cherokee School  
 

Attendees:   

Kim Walters, Jeff McHugh, Liz Arenson, Colleen Berto, Deb Bradley, Kate 
Hanson, Julie Helms, Carolyn Hutchinson, Erica Iles, Annie Kavanagh, Ann 
Kiesling, Nicole Korczak, Lisa Lersch, Cathy Montanari, Maria Moore, Kelly 
Pasquesi, Vicki Stach, Amy Taylor, Kristin Vallaly, Dez Witte, Monica Yaun 

 
Meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 

President’s Report:  Julie Sakici 
Julie Sakici was unable to attend the meeting so the following report was read 
aloud: 
 
Hello everyone, thank you for coming today. I am sorry that I couldn’t be here 
with you. There has been a death in my family and I need to be out of town this 
week. Kim Walters and Mr. McHugh have been very supportive and I am filled 
with gratitude for their assistance so that our activities can continue on in my 
absence.  
 
Many of our committee members have been busy lately with various activities 
and I’d like to thank everyone for their efforts.  
Natasha Schnack and Danielle Knighton – put on a fabulous picnic!  
Kristen Lee – stellar Cheetah Wear sales! 
Christy Miks and Coleen Berto – highly engaging fine arts assembly  
Nicole Korczak – evening socials  
Monica Yaun and Kelly Pasquesi – Yearbook is underway  
Katy Manley, Deb Bradley, Nisha York – great support of Spirit of 67 fall events 
Ann Kiesling – prepared our budget - it is ready to approve!  
Spookfest team –Lisa Morrison, Natasha Schnack, Fanny Carrillo, Maria Moore 
– fun party right around the corner!  
Kristen Lee & Ann Kiesling – coordinating supply drive for bathroom baskets 
Room parents – have organized class volunteers and held parent coffees  
 



I have two open spots at future APT meetings for guest speakers. I would like to 
ask for your input on topics you would like to know more about, or people you 
would like to hear from. If you could jot your ideas down on the sheets on the 
tables, I would appreciate it.  
 
It was decided at the APT Executive Board meeting last week that the Parent 
Awareness and Emotional Wellness committees will be merging. They have many 
shared goals so this makes sense to combine their efforts moving forward.  
 
Our Cherokee APT cabinet has decided to create a new committee called Social 
Media Coordinator so we could acknowledge Kristen Lee and Lacy Fidler’s efforts 
as our Facebook administrators. A revised board roster will be sent out soon and 
please join me in welcoming Lacy to our board. If you have committee 
announcements, you can ask Lacy and Kristen to post them on Facebook for you.  
 
We are looking for someone to partner with Vicki Stach this year as LF-LB 
Learning Disabilities Association liaison. It is important for Cherokee to be 
represented at their meetings. Please let me know if you think of someone who 
might be interested in this role.  
 
Just a reminder: when using outside vendors (yearbook, DJ’s, photo booths, 
bounce houses, game rentals, etc.) contracts need to be addressed to and 
approved by the Principal. This is both for liability (we don’t want parents to be 
targeted if something goes wrong) and also as a second set of eyes. Please build 
this into your timelines as you are planning your projects.  
 
Please see Mr. McHugh’s Friday newsletter from last week for the link to watch 
Officer Christianson’s presentation on social media that took place last week.  
 
Here are a few highlights of community news:  

● LEAD stands for Leading Efforts Against Drugs – they are celebrating 30 
years this month. Biggest fundraiser of the year:  Red Ribbon Race this 

Saturday, Oct 22nd. They are expecting 700 participants.  
● Croctoberfest is Oct. 23rd.  
● LF Rec Center’s Halloween Party is same night as our Spookfest  
● Trick or treating is on Halloween: Monday, October 31st from 4-8 pm  

● CROYA’s Octoberfest is Oct. 23rd.  
● The city is conducting early voting Oct. 24-Nov. 5th at City Hall.  

● Gorton:  screening of documentary “Screenagers” Nov. 9th at 7 pm. Movie 
discusses how tech time impacts kids’ development. There will be a panel 
discussion after the movie. The event is free and seating is limited.  Check 
the Gorton website for Halloween weekend activities  



● Chicago International Children’s Film Festival Nov. 5th .  
● Lake Forest Open Lands Association ( www.lfola.org ) -10/22 - Pond Party 

at Mellody Farm Preserve @ 10am-1pm  

Next month’s guest speaker at our meeting will be Renee Fitzsimmons who 
supports our district’s science instruction. She will be explaining the Next 
Generation Science standards and how we are teaching kids science now to meet 
these standards.  

 

Teacher Liaison Report: Liz Arenson 

Liz reported that the teachers felt curriculum night went very well and was good 
plan to hold it early.  Helping hands has been very useful and appreciated by the 
second grade staff.  Liz requested that the APT query all the teachers for other 
creative ways they are using helping hands.  This information can then be shared 
with all of the staff. 

 

Vice President’s/Secretary Report: Kim Walters 

 

Kim thanked the board for the timely reports and reminded everyone to complete 
a year-end report if their committee’s projects are completed while it is fresh. 
Explain the process thoroughly so someone new would know where to start, 
thought processes, contacts, how purchases were made, costs and timelines.  

 

Minutes from September 2016 APT meeting were emailed out prior to today and 
reviewed for approval.  No changes or corrections were requested.  A motion was 
made by Nicole Korczak to approve the September minutes and seconded by 
Kristin Vallaly.  September minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Ann Kiesling won the $5 Starbucks drawing for attending the meeting. 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Ann Kiesling 
 
Ann reviewed the 2016-2017 budget for approval. No changes or corrections were 
requested.  Nicole Korczak made a motion to approve the 2016-2017 budget and 
it was seconded by Colleen Berto.  Motion to approve 2016-2017 budget passed 
unanimously. 
 

Guest Speakers: Jeff McHugh 



Mr. McHugh discussed writing a grant request to the Spirit of 67 for a new 
playground at Cherokee.  There are several steps that need to be taken prior to 
applying for the grant.  The grant would most likely only cover equipment costs 
and other construction costs would have to be approved by the School Board. 
Announcement of a new playground will not be made to the students until he has 
more information regarding approval of a new playground.  He requested 
assistance from the APT to help write the grant.  Anyone with an interest in 
helping should contact Mr. McHugh or Julie Sakici. 

Mr. McHugh talked about the development of the student leadership team for 3rd 
and 4th grade students and some election-day activities that are planned.  He 
discussed that parent-teacher conferences are being held a month earlier this 
year but with no dramatic changes to format.  Lastly, he reviewed the 
Reading-Writing Workshop sessions for parents that have been taking place at 
the various schools. 

Mr. McHugh stated that he would love to hear parents’ ideas for more school 
presentations on topics they are interested in learning about.  One suggestion 
from a parent attending was to hold a 4th grade transition meeting with a panel of 
parents from Cherokee that could provide DPM information (in addition to the 
yearly Cube meeting at DPM). 

 

Committee Reports/Announcements: 
 

Board of Ed Liaisons: Desiree Witte, Stephanie Zimmerman 
 

September 27, 2016 
District 67 Board of Education Meeting Summary (These are not the 
official minutes of the Board of Education. Board minutes can be found 
on the district website  www.lakeforestschools.org ) 
 
President’s Report (Presented by Mike Borkowski, BOE 67 President) 
 
Summarized what the board has been working on overall: 
 
A. Defined district mission and vision 
B. Developed core values 
C. Created guideposts and milestones 
Some highlights/examples of the above – new labor contract allows for 
more professional development; learning environment milestones; viable 
curriculum. 
 
Superintendent’s Report (Presented by Mike Simeck, Superintendent 
of K-12) 

http://www.lakeforestschools.org/


 
Showed videos of students in the classroom around the district to 
demonstrate: 
 
A. Workplaces (sitting on the floor; standing; what furniture is 
conducive to learning) 
B. Various learning processes (different methods, same 
results/answers) 
C. Peer editing 
D. Implementation of reading and writing workshops (offered during 
professional development) 
 
2016-2017 Budget Hearing (final step) 
 
Presented and explained the breakdown of the budget, and the processes 
behind it.  
 
There are 4 sources of income for the budget: 1) Local*; 2) State; 3) 
Federal; 4) Other. 
*District 67 depends most heavily on Local. 
 
The budget contains various funds/buckets. The largest fund is the 
Educational Fund (labor dependent/salaries and benefits). Highlights of 
the E.F.: 1) Professional development; 2) ELA Adaption (books); 3) 
Science Materials. 
 
Discussed facility highlights. 
 
Projected Revenues and Expenses: Expenses exceed Revenues by 
$920,000 
 
Summary Statement: 
A. Unbalanced budget due to planned life safety, capital projects, and 
construction. 
B. District will remain financially strong as fund balance will remain 
above policy target of 10%. 
 
Fund Balance Report 
 
New policy states that target range of fund balance must be over 10% - 15% 
of annual expenditures. Previously, was 23.84% of anticipated 
expenditures, will be 21%. No additional measures are required at this 
time.  
 
Board Committee Reports 



 
A) Board Education Committee Report - No report 
 
B) Board Finance and Operations Committee Report (Presented by Rob 
Lemke) - New life skills classroom; dental coverage issues. 
 
C) Policy Committee Report (Presented by Jeff Folker) - Full day 
Kindergarten tuition waiver for at-risk students; review of 5 year policies 
for updating; review of District 115 policies. 
 
D) Compensation Committee Report - No report. 
 
E) Joint Shared Services Committee Report - No report. 
 
F) Board Operations Procedures Committee Report (Presented by Jeff 
Folker)- Reviewing procedures around board meetings. 
 
Liaison Reports 
 
A) North Suburban Special Education District (NSSED) Report (Presented 
by Suzanne Sands)- Hired new superintendent, Dr. Schneider; budget 
review, and deficit reported due to low enrollment. 
 
B) Legislative Liaison Report  - No report. 
 
C) Spirit of 67 Foundation Report (Presented by Suzanne Sands) 
 
- Home grown reading; online auction; and Kick Up Your Boots For 
Education event; fundraising goal for these events is $40,000; 396 
families donated to the Spirit, which represents 37% of families, and over 
$70,000. Donations are up over last year. 
 
D) APT Board Report (Presented by Jeff Folker) 
 
- New theme word is “Commitment”; Julie Pasinato took a full time 
teaching job, but will continue in her role as president, with more 
assistance; drinking fountains are being repaired/remediated; APT budget 
was approved and monies will be allocated based on enrollment; School 
Pak participation up 30% this year over last year; 910 families joined APT 
at registration, which is 84% participation. 
 
Action Items  
 



Please refer to the online meeting video for the specific action items for 
more information. The most significant action item is the board approved 
the 2016-2017 budget. 
 

 
 

Bulletin Board: Annie Kavanaugh 
No report 
 

Celebration Book Club: Jen Portalatin  

Letters have been mailed out for the October birthdays.   Ruth Muscarello in the 
IRC reports that this program really helps out the IRC by allowing students and 
their parents to buy a book for the library in their honor.  Budgets keep shrinking 
and this is a great way to keep our library stocked with current books that our 
students love.  As of today, 23 students, and their parents, have participated in 
CBC.  Along with putting a bookplate in their selected book, they also take a 
picture of the student with their book and have them all displayed on the bulletin 
board just to the right of the library entrance.   

 

Communications Coordinator: Kristin Vallaly 

No Report 

 

Community Service:  Michelle Yousuf, Cathy Montanari 
No Report 
 
Emotional Wellness: Ann Kiesling, Kristen Lee 
There has been wonderful feedback on the supplies for the staff lounges.  If 
people are interested the signup.comis available in last week's Friday newsletter 
and on the FB page.  Ann and I are attending a half day workshop with EWC 
October 20th. 
 
Evening Socials: Nicole Korczak 
The third grade parent social will be held on October 22 at the Weiss home. 
 
Fine Arts/Visiting Author: Christy Miks, Colleen Berto 
 
Visiting Author visit was postponed to November 10th due to an injury of the 
author. 
 
The first Fine Arts presentation, The Great American Challenge 
Presidential Game Show, took place at Cherokee for Grades 2-4 on October 
5th, put on by American Eagle Productions.  The show was modeled after the TV 

http://signup.com/


game show "Family Feud" and used teams of contestants from the audience to 
answer questions about the presidential election.  Christy created a welcome 
basket for them, including waters and lists of local restaurants for lunch.   The 
performance was a success and very timely!  The kids were enthusiastic and 
excited about participating in the show. 
 
The next performance is Barrel of Monkeys, an interactive writing workshop, and 
will be taking place in the Fourth Grade classrooms on October 20.  
 
Food Service:  Kristen Lee, Carolyn Hutchinson 
Carolyn and I changed out the food service board for Bone Health.   The jicama 
tasting last Friday was a success.  Many thanks to Annie Kavanagh and Lacy 
Fidler for volunteering to serve up samples! We will be doing more to highlight 
the fruit and veggie bar in the coming weeks. 
 
Mandarin Liaison:  Michelle Yousuf, Nicole Korczak 
Nicole discussed current activities of Mandarin liaisons. 
 
Kindergarten Coordinator: Amy Pasquesi, Tara Eggers 
No Report 
 
LFLB-LDA Liaison: Vicki Stach 
 
The LF-LB LDA had a meeting on Wednesday, October 12, 2016. The board is 
planning to sponsor a few speaker events this year, as well as some socials for its 
current and new members.  Its first evening social is on Thursday, October 20 
from 7-9 pm at MLG. Everyone is invited.  

The board is always looking for new members. Meetings are at West Campus 
every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 9:30 am. Next meeting is Wednesday, 
November 9 at 9:30 am. Please contact Vicki Stach with questions.  

Brief Summary of Coming Month - Plans:    The LFLB-LDA has kicked off 
its grant season this month. The grants will be reviewed in November with 
awards granted in December. Any parents who have ideas for potential grants 
should contact their teacher/case manager contact to collaboratively work on a 
grant proposal. 

Detail of Current Month Activities:   Events 

Name of event: The Lake Forest Shop Entrepreneur Club event 1:30-2 pm, 
Thursday, November 10, 2016 

Description of event: Meg Barnhart will discuss her personal reasons for starting 
the Zen of Slow Cooking. There will be a raffle, delicious pumpkin bread to 



sample, and spice blends to purchase. 10% of all purchases, including purchases 
at The Lake Forest Shop, will be donated to the LFLB-LDA. 

Attendees: All are invited. 
 
New Families: Annie Kavanagh, Kate Hanson 
No report 
Membership/Directory: Julie Wade, Shana Ward 
No report  
 
Parent Awareness: Adriana Arpino, Erica Iles 
Brief Summary of Current Month – Activities:    

We held our first PA Committee meeting on October 6th.  We discussed several 
topics including working closely with Emotional Wellness, bringing greater 
awareness to parents of initiatives taking place in our schools and community, 
the 67 E-Pulse newsletter, and Jump Start to 5th Grade. 

Social Media and Technology Presentation - Officer Conrad Christensen spoke to 
K-8 parents about the safety measures of social media and technology.  
Information was shared regarding what we are teaching kids in District 67 and 
resources for parenting the social media and technology experiences for today's 
students.   
 
Cultivate Series: Get a Jump Start! The Transition into Elementary School: This            
session was held on October 12 at 7:00 pm at the Gorton Community Center and               
detailed what safeguards you can take now to set your child up for             
decision-making success. 

 
Country Day School Speaker Series: LFCDS welcomed David Walsh, Ph.D, an 
award-winning psychologist, best-selling author, and international speaker. He 
spoke about "Understanding Grit: Why Kids Need It, and How We Can Help 
Them Get It." Dr. Walsh has written ten books including the national best 
sellers Why Do They Act That Way? A Survival Guide to the Adolescent Brain 
for You  and Your Teen  and No: Why Kids – of All Ages – Need to Hear It and 
Ways Parents Can Say It .    
 

Brief Summary of Coming Month - Plans:      

The next 67 E-Pulse newsletter will be coming out the last week of October. 
 All information on articles, ideas, topics should be sent to Emilie Correa at 
ecorrea@lfschools.net.  Emilie is now full time as the District's Emotional 
Wellness Coordinator which is great for our students, parents and teachers! 

mailto:ecorrea@lfschools.net


Country Day School Speaker Series - On Thursday, October 27th LFCDS will 
host New York Times  best-selling author, educator, and speaker Jessica Lahey. 
Her talk "The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents Learn to Let Go So Their 
Children Can Succeed" will explore why parents must refrain from stepping in 
when children experience disappointments and frustrations, so children can 
learn from life’s inevitable mistakes and setbacks and grow up to be successful, 
resilient, self-reliant adults.   
Red Ribbon Race 5K – LEAD’s major fundraiser - On Saturday, October 22, 2016 
from 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM Gorton Community Center, the 9th annual LEAD Red 
Ribbon Race will occur.  Proceeds from this event go directly toward continuing 
LEAD's work in shaping, changing and saving the lives of young people through 
parent and youth education, emotional wellness programming, and substance 
abuse prevention.  
 
Taste of Wellness Fair - On Saturday, October 22, 2016 from 
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM in the Gorton Community Center, LEAD will be sponsoring 
the 5th annual Taste of Wellness Fair in conjunction with the Red Ribbon Race.  
 
Screenagers 

● This event will occur on Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 PM at The John 
and Nancy Hughes Theater at Gorton Community Center. The award 
winning documentary, Screenagers  takes a deeply personal approach as it 
probes into the vulnerable corners of family life, to explore struggles over 
social media, video games, academics and internet addiction. Through 
poignant, and unexpectedly funny stories, along with surprising insights 
from authors, psychologists, and brain scientists, Screenagers  reveals how 
tech time impacts kids' development and offers solutions on how adults 
can empower kids to best navigate the digital world and find balance.   

 
● If your kids scroll through life with rapid-fire thumbs and a six-second 

attention span, then this is for you! Latest research from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation shows that the average kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking at 
screens.  No matter the age of your kids, this topic is relevant. 

● The screening is free, and no RSVP's are required.  Seating is limited, and 
is first-come, first-served.  For more information about the screening, and 
to view a trailer of the film, 
visit http://www.leadingefforts.org/screenagers. 

Parent Resources: Brook Ayyad, Kirsten Collister 
No Report 
 
Planters: Lindsey Anderson 
No Report 
 
Publishing: Kate Lamontagne, Lisa Lersch 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Uh835wuY-aeo0u3fOOjJ-CHxWWXm_PELpA19tIElDgQchwWLBAa5Gv7QkPtnbXN8JrlnwiwRVPmgu_2LlPhuyWaGjCCWVanTyQR9OcvmbzmTh-75U_qiK9N2kDRk5xVpfy3guXv-6K7ml5HxuSywyoG8bhuTFdO5f9xDY_PgunfhPJ9lcsls5kup74E24nK5&c=QNbgBAB1HpXUE9xT36wcptVMUHFgStxAISMzFXrFamdlxX3ugmT7yQ==&ch=TRjFS50ln8u6ZGAAS_GO4-KNRPgkF6W9DoE6iFXSlDMlIC25Ocyx4A==


No Report 

Room Parent Coordinator:  Tara Janos 
No Report 

School Supplies Program: Tara Eggers 
No Report 
 
Spookfest:  Lisa Morrison, Natasha Schnack 
 
We are getting ready for Spookfest on 10/28.  The K-1 party will take 
place 5:00-6:00 pm and the 2-4 party will take place 6:30-7:30 pm.  We are 
collecting funds, securing volunteers, figuring out games, decorations and prizes.  
Fanny Carrillo, Natasha Schnack, Maria Moore and I have met in the "Spookfest 
closet" multiple times to clean things out and see what we can reuse.  More 
information will come out next week regarding specific volunteer assignments, 
and drop off/pick up instructions. 
 

Spookfest - Haunted Hallway: Fanny Carrillo, Maria Moore 
Maria Moore reported that they are currently working on set-up.  Still needs lots 
of volunteers starting Thursday evening and into Friday early afternoon. 
Clean-up volunteers still needed.  The more we have the faster it goes. Children 
staying after with parents for clean-up will have a movie on in the IRC. 
 
Family Picnic/Field Day: Danielle Knighton, Natasha Schnack 
No Report 
 
4th Grade Celebration: Kate Walsh, Deb Bradley 
No Report 
 
Spirit Wear: Kristen Lee 
Orders were distributed on Friday, October 14. Please have anyone with any 
questions or concerns regarding their orders reach out to me. 
 
Winterfest: Lisa FlorJancic, Michelle Palmberg, Robin Gapinski 
Winterfest parties will be held February 3, 2017. Deposits for DJ/entertainers 
and photo booths have been made.  
 
Spirit of 67 Board Reps: Katy Manley, Deb Bradley, Nisha York 
No Report 
 
Staff Appreciation- Meals: Amy Taylor and Betsy Skarecky 
 
Brief Summary of Current Month – Activities:    



We are planning meals for Parent Teacher Conferences. We’ll be asking for 
volunteers to help prepare and bring dishes…to be sent out soon! 

● Thursday, Oct 27 – Dinner – Potluck Taco Bar  
● Friday, Oct 28 – Breakfast 

 
 

Staff Appreciation - Events:  Monica Yaun and Kristen Lee 

We've gathered the surveys from teachers and staff and passed the spreadsheet 
on to the “Staff Appreciation Meals” committee and the room parents.  Some fun 
ways to surprise our teachers and staff this year!  Next up is the Cookie Walk in 
December. 
 
Visiting Scientist: Julie Benda Helms, Erica Iles 
No report 
 
Yearbook: Kelly Pasquesi, Monica Yaun 

● Contract signed and site is now available for uploading photos and 
creating class montage pages! 

● Conducted training with parent volunteers.  
● Sent out a training manual to all classroom photographers 

 

New Business:   

Guest speaker was District 67 Tech Coach Laura Montgomery. Parents had 
Chromebooks to use as Ms. Montgomery walked everyone through Symbaloo and 
Google Drive.  Parents were able to log on their students’ accounts and look at the 
many ways the apps are used as tools for learning and researching. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

Next APT Meeting: 11/16/16 09:30 a.m in Room 127. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 

Kim Walters 

Cherokee APT VP/Secretary 
 
 

 


